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Absurd but true: In some of our finest Western wildlife refuges,
wilderness, and parks (like Alaska’s Denali National Park,

above) hiking trails are being claimed as “highways” by local
governments and special inferests, under a now-repealed, ancient
mining statute that was signed into law nearly 140 years ago.
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Absurd RS 2477 claim in the San Rafael Swell, Utah (leff).
Dinosaur National Monument, Colorado (above).
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roposed RS 2477 routes threaten
Pto permanently scar some of our

last wild places, both visually and
ecologically. The largest land giveaways
could occur in Utah, Alaska, and
California, states where thousands of
miles of roads could be scraped across
fragile parkland and
wilderness-quality lands.

In Utah, state officials
have asserted more than
10,000 right-of-way
claims under RS 2477 and
off-road-vehicle groups
have mapped what seems
like every jeep trail and
desert stream bed and
successfully urged
counties to adopt their
findings as “roads” on
county maps. Southern
Utah counties now claim
they have valid existing
rights-of-way under the
repealed law that entitle
them to lay claim to
phantom trails, and they are targeting
national parks (including Canyonlands
and Zion) and lands proposed by
Congress for wilderness protection.
These wilderness foes will argue that
these rough, unmaintained “roads”
disqualify surrounding public lands for
wilderness protection.

Under an extremely broad Alaska
Supreme Court interpretation, Alaska
could claim that every section line in
the state qualifies as an RS 2477
highway. This would crisscross the state
with rights-of-way claims like the grid
of a waffle iron. The state may also use
the disclaimer rule to assert as many as

The State of Alaska has identified 24
routes (shown in red /A\/ ) in Denali
National Park and Preserve [ ] that it
contends may be valid state rights-of-
way under RS 2477. Most of these
claims, which cover approximately
350 miles, are on lands suitable for
wilderness designation. Some cut across
grizzly bear and moose habitat, wolf
pack territories, and highly sensitive
caribou calving and wintering grounds.

RS 2477 claim in
Grand Staircase-
Escalante National
Monument, UT.

TO OUR NATURAL TREASURES

2,000 additional highway routes and
ownership of 22,000 rivers, lakes, and
streams in Alaska, threatening millions
of acres of national parks and wildlife
refuges.

In California, an aggressive effort by
San Bernardino County to survey
specific routes and map
claims—including wagon
roads, trails, and horse and
footpaths—has resulted in
2,567 miles of road claims
in the Mojave National
Preserve and another 2,419
miles elsewhere in the
California desert. And the
county is only 80 percent of
the way through its survey.

Some of this country’s
most irreplaceable national
treasures in Colorado
would fare no better under
RS 2477. In Moffat County,
county commissioners have
claimed broad rights-of-
way across Browns Park
National Wildlife Refuge, more than
300,000 acres of public land managed
as wilderness, and across Dinosaur
National Monument, which contains
fragile deposits of dinosaur bones, rock
art, and habitat for imperiled fish and
birds.

GORDON SWENSON

[The impact of

RS 2477 claims] could

be devastating...[They]
could cross many miles

of undisturbed fish and
wildlife habitat, historical
and archeological resources,
and sensitive wildlands. ..
[They] would undoubtedly
derogate most unit values
and seriously impact the
ability of the NPS to
manage the units for

the purposes for which
they were established.

—National Park Service,
1995 memo
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California’s San Bernardino County has claimed more than
2,500 miles of routes (shown in red /\/ ) in the Mojave National
Preserve, home to colored sand dunes, mile-high mountains,
bighorn sheep, and the endangered desert tortoise. The remaining
surveying process has been postponed until the county can
collaborate with local special-interest groups.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT RS 2477 OR
EFFORTS TO OPPOSE THIS ANTIQUATED PUBLIC
AND PRIVATE LANDS GIVEAWAY, CONTACT:

Alaska Coalition, 907-586-6667

Alaska Wilderness League, 202-544-5205

California Wilderness Coalition, 530-758-0380

Californians for Western Wilderness, 415-752-3911

Campaign for America’s Wilderness, 202-544-3691.

Earthjustice, 303-623-9466 (Denver); 907-586-2751 (Alaska)

National Parks Conservation Association, 202-223-6722.

Natural Resources Defense Council, 415-777-0220

Sierra Club, 202-547-1141

Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance, 801-486-3161

Trustees for Alaska, 907-276-4244.

The Wilderness Society, 202-833-2300 (DC); 303-650-5818
(Four Corners); 907-272-9453 (Alaska)

www.highway-robbery.org

Denali National Park, Alaska

By ceding such [RS 2477] claims...the Bush
administration is doing the bidding of
industry backers—but is squandering the

birthright of all Americans.
—Editorial, The Boston Globe, July 15, 2002
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